December 27, 2008

Kuvasz Club of America,

After almost 15 years of membership in the Kuvasz Club of America, countless attempts to work with club leaders, and hundreds upon hundreds of dollars donated (primarily anonymously), I am resigning my membership effective immediately.  The Kuvasz Club of America’s current practices are not in the best interest of purebred Kuvasz.  CHIC testing, as prescribed in the breeders code of conduct, only denotes that testing has been done.  It does not mean that the tested dog has normal results.  This is misleading.  Until the Kuvasz Club of America acknowledges that breeding normal dogs is the standard of practice and insists that only normal dogs be used in breeding programs, I will not support this organization.  The breeding of and/or condoning of the breeding of affected dogs is clearly not promoting quality in the breed.  From records available publicly, six out of the eight breeders on the breeders list are not in compliance with their signed agreement to the Kuvasz Club of America.  All of these breeders signed agreement to this:

3. I will openly acknowledge all hereditary issues known to me in breeding animals’ lines to breeders and to the public.  To protect the future of the breed I will breed dogs only following completion of the required Kuvasz CHIC testing protocol in effect as the time of breeding.

Pam Jenni has a dog in the closed OFA database with only one patella checked—the other was originally published as affected.  Kathy and Chuck Ringering have had dogs in the closed database, Cezar Harcos v.d. Viersenhoeve, who was bred before he was a year old.  And through a loophole in the policy, they are still using a dog that does not have a CHIC number because he lacks an elbow dysplasia test.  This dog, Double Ring Peterbilt, is still alive, still available for testing, still siring litters, and has a littermate with elbow dysplasia.  They have studded out their dogs to bitches (Tamara Whitworth/Tikell and Prima Von Den Grossen Strolchen) with no hip clearances on multiple occasions.  They have used Double Ring Dreamaker with no hip clearance themselves—claimed it was an injury.   Further they have used dogs younger than the recommended ages.  Denise Windham has a litter on the ground right now out of a sire, Windridge Dkar Kusha, with Compensative Autoimmune Thryoiditis.  Lynn Brady and Connie Townsend have used Szumeria’s Bandit with hip dysplasia, Szumeria Jager Kincse with Compensative Autoimmune Thyroiditis, Szumeria Nala of Silverpick with equivocal thyroid, Szumeria Sumer Solo with equivocal thyroid, and Szumeria Rosslyn with Compensative Autoimmune Thyroiditis.  Tricia and Matthew Ginther have used Szep Tars Pacific Jewel with moderate hip dysplasia and Double Ring Moonshadow with equivocal thyroid.  Agi Hejja has used Windflower Piros Pipacs with elbow dysplasia.  This list is in no way comprehensive.  The unethical breedings of these individuals are too lengthy to list here.
The following links are to individual Kuvasz who have fulfilled the requirements of CHIC but are affected (not normal) in some area of the health testing protocol.  This is to illustrate that having a CHIC number is not indicative of passing health tests.  It is only a reporting of the dog’s results whether good or bad.  Please take the time to do the research and make sure that the dog you are interested in is in fact NORMAL.   The KCA certainly isn’t going to help you there.
http://www.offa.org/display.html?appnum=1143831#animal
http://www.offa.org/display.html?appnum=1222720#animal
http://www.offa.org/display.html?appnum=1028736#animal
http://www.offa.org/display.html?appnum=1092455#animal
http://www.offa.org/display.html?appnum=1028253#animal
http://www.offa.org/display.html?appnum=760255#animal
http://www.offa.org/display.html?appnum=1033427#animal
http://www.offa.org/display.html?appnum=1064536#animal
http://www.offa.org/display.html?appnum=1131842#animal
http://www.offa.org/display.html?appnum=845068#animal
http://www.offa.org/display.html?appnum=643392#animal
http://www.offa.org/display.html?appnum=1010152#animal
http://www.offa.org/display.html?appnum=1090429#animal
http://www.offa.org/display.html?appnum=1115569#animal
http://www.offa.org/display.html?appnum=1147109#animal
http://www.offa.org/display.html?appnum=736552#animal
http://www.offa.org/display.html?appnum=1296344#animal
In the past almost 15 years I have not seen any attempt on the part of the leaders of the KCA to do anything to benefit the dogs.  I have seen a lot that goes to personal agendas, but nothing that has truly helped the breed.  Now they are completely botching an opportunity to eradicate PRA from our breed by telling people how to carefully breed CARRIERS.  I don’t want to know how to safely breed a carrier.  I would want to know how to get rid of the problem forever.  Unlike hip dysplasia, PRA can be a thing of the past in short order.  In my own breeding program I have tested more dogs than anyone else (41 dogs) and have been able to eliminate the problem from my lines rather quickly.  This is the kind of help and information that the club should be promoting.  Why they don’t, I cannot fathom.
This letter is my resignation from the Kuvasz Club of America.  I hope the new officers will see to do better.  I doubt it though; so, I want no more to do with this organization.

Sincerely,

Lynn Vogel

Aegys Kuvasz

